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Merry Christmas 2020: The Year in Review
Dear Delton Kellogg Schools students, parents, and community,
It's become a popular meme online to portray the year 2020 as a
dumpster fire or something completely terrible. I'd like to take a
moment to list all of the great things that have happened in the past
year that I am thankful for1. DKS was able to hire online teachers and provide online learning
opportunities for families that requested it. And DKS teachers
adopted to teaching virtually when needed.
2. DK Elementary and Middle Schools have been able to stay face to
face, except for a three day pause, thanks to the commitment from
staff and the community's support in following our safety protocols.
3. Students' NWEA test scores were similar to the previous two years,
demonstrating that students didn't fall as far behind as we expected
from last year's shutdown. This also demonstrated our staff's
dedication in catching students up and the support students received
at home to keep them on track.
4. Major construction projects completed over the summer provided a
parking lot that improved pick up and drop off at the elementary, as
well as a beautiful football field, and other improvements to the
campus. We were also able to purchase new Chromebooks for the
middle school and three brand new buses. The support from the
community made these projects possible.
5. DKS received a positive financial audit, finding that the district had
a fund balance of 6.69%.
6. The Building Trades home sold for $240,000, which was above the
asking price.
7. We hired a new middle school/high school counselor, Karissa
Wright, to provide additional support for our students during these
difficult times.
8. We began an Early Middle College program, where students enroll
in a certification program at Kellogg Community College, such as
Nursing, and begin taking college classes for free.
9. During the shutdown, we distributed on average of over 5,000
meals a week.
10. We managed to pull off a wonderful outdoor graduation ceremony
for our 2020 seniors. And the DKHS senior class of 2020 received
$3,020,018 in scholarship offers!
11. For Athletics this Fall, we're thankful for our coaches and families
who supported the teams and were happy just to have a season for
our students. Cross County qualified for Regionals, Girls' Swim won
conference, and Football made it to the 2nd round of playoffs. Micah
Ordway qualified for state in Cross Country.
12. A new and improved Reading curriculum was purchased for DK
Elementary and Middle School.
13. The middle school has acquired $3,026 and the elementary has
received $5,800 in grant funds to support innovation in learning.
14. DK Elementary raised $1,067 for their Turkey Bucks fundraiser to
assist 15 families with Thanksgiving dinners.

From my family to yours, have a Merry Christmas!
Pictured above from left to right is Jill, Vivian, Wynn, and
Kyle Corlett.

15. DK Middle School is now the only school in the state to offer an
introductory course to the Ukulele.
16. DK Elementary students raised $9,481 at the Walk-a-Thon for our
parent group, DK PIE. Thank you to the sponsors Mid Lakes
Screening & Printing, Delton Family Pharmacy, Thornapple Credit
Union, MEI, and Delton Rotary.
Despite the challenges we have faced this year, we continue to have
hope. Our hope isn't just for 2021 and for the future to be better. Our
hope is that we are making the most of this current year and the time
that we have right now.
The DKS Administrative Team has discussed how our goal
throughout 2020 has been to be the light in the darkness. We have
striven to be positive and optimistic throughout, knowing that our
district is making a difference in the lives of our students and
communities.
During a crisis, the true character of people is revealed. We hope that
we have been something that the community can rely on during a
crisis. Thank you for being with us every step of the way and have a
Merry Christmas!
-Kyle Corlett, Superintendent
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Classroom Highlights

1st grade teacher Nikki Massanari engages masked up
students who are safely socially distanced in pods.
Although Christmas parties will look different this year,
students can't wait to celebrate together!

Update on Quarantine Timeline
and COVID Vaccine
You may have heard that the CDC has recently updated their
quarantine guidelines. This is a result of data that indicates that 99% of
infections will be present within 10 days of exposure. Therefore, they
have adjusted their quarantine timeline from 14 days to be 10 days if
no symptoms have appeared and if the person agrees to continue to
watch for symptoms until day 14. Michigan's DHHS has adopted this
guideline, but has not adopted the CDC recommendation of shortening
a quarantine to 7 days if the person receives a negative test.
Two vaccines have been developed, but as of the writing of this
newsletter, we have not been told when the vaccines will be available
in Michigan. Estimates are that they will be available as early as mid to
late December. Once it is available, priority will be given to health care
providers, long-term care staff and residents, essential workers, law
enforcement, adults 65 years and older, and high-risk adults. Both
vaccines require two doses, with Pfizer's being three weeks apart and
Moderna's four weeks apart. Both doses are required for immunity. As
of this time, the Pfizer vaccine would be approved for students ages 12
and up, while Moderna's would be approved for ages 18 and up. Both
vaccines show high efficacy against COVID-19, with Pfizer being at
95% and Moderna being 94.1%.
At a recent meeting with the Barry-Eaton Health Department, DKS was
told that COVID positivity rates and cases have dropped over the last
week, after spiking the week of Thanksgiving.

7th grade students Annaliese VanDyk and Brooke
Childs show off their amazing masked self-portraits.
DKS Art Teacher Darrin Gailey continues to find
creative ways to engage students despite the
challenges posed by COVID safety protocols.

Par en t s of On lin e St u den t s:
Ch oosin g On lin e or In -Per son f or
2n d Sem est er
Please let us know if your child(ren) will be enrolled in our
online learning program for 2nd semester. We need parents
to complete this registration form if you would like your
student enrolled online for 2nd semester or if they were
enrolled online for 1st semester. Please complete this
registration form by 3:00 p.m. on Wednesday, December
16- https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/6YFSVFN
Getting a quick response is important for us as we need to
register students for classes on the online programs we use
and to plan accordingly if they are planning on returning to
in-person.
Although we have worked hard to continue to provide
in-person instruction safely, we understand that online
learning is the best option for many families. Families may
want to consider registering their students online if the
student has pre-existing health conditions, if the student has
anxiety about in-person instruction, or if there are at-risk
family members in the home. We have received positive
feedback from parents about our online learning, and have
continued to improve it based on feedback. Please
remember that we have an online teacher dedicated to
support all students enrolled online. However, the instruction
is provided by the online program and not our teachers. In
this way, the online learning program looks different from the
virtual instruction we have when the entire school goes
virtual. If you have any questions, feel free to call your
child(ren)'s school building.

